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Hello

We wrote to you in April to let you know that the Beware of the Lurking Trolls online safety campaign was coming. I'm excited to let you know that the campaign is now launching and ready to be used by children in key stage 2 across Portsmouth, Southampton, Hampshire and Isle of Wight.

With the aim of building digital resilience among 7-11 year olds, we've developed a vibrant children's book, Peril of the Possessed Pets, a website full of fun resources and information for children and adults, as well as a host of resources to support teaching around online safety. 

As you know, the challenge in safeguarding children online is increasingly difficult and the dangers they face are growing and changing. This campaign uses an army of troll characters to explore a range of issues children may encounter online including:

· Bullying and the impact of our own behaviour towards others
· Anxiety and depression
· Crime and exploitation
· Online impersonation and grooming
· Radicalisation
· Propaganda and fake news.

The book
You will have received enough printed copies of Peril of the Possessed Pets for each child in Year 4. Written in simple terms, and with colourful illustrations, it focuses on important messages about being safe online.

Our intention is that children in Year 4 can take the book home and share it with their families, offering an opportunity for parents/carers to talk to their child about online safety. But it is of course completely up to you how you use or distribute the books. Should you wish to buy more copies please contact pscp@portsmouthcc.gov.uk. 

The website 
We have a dedicated website to support this campaign. You can find it at www.lurkingtrolls.com. There is lots of fun content to support children's learning around online safety. It also has lots of tips and information about online safety for children and their parents/carers. On the site, you'll find:

· Narrated version of books: providing universal and independent access to the books and supporting children with visual impairments and reading difficulties.
· Trolls animations: these amazing cartoons have been produced by Rival Animation and each episode supports the key messages of the campaign. They can be watched in class or independently at home.
· Trolls music: a fun (age appropriate) playlist of the trolls favourite songs.
· Troll files: a fun fact file about each troll to help recognise troll behaviour.

The teaching resources 
At www.lurkingtrolls.com you'll find seven resource packs, containing ideas for activities and examples of how you can use the trolls to support learning about online safety and elements of relationships education. 

You can adapt the suggested learning journeys to support the age and ability of your classes and we hope they will help you get the maximum benefit from the campaign. Your school will receive a copy of these resource packs by email. They are also available to download from our website using the password: HIPSTrolls

Supporting materials 
We have also sent you some promotional materials to help explain the campaign to families and encourage parents/carers to engage in conversations around online safety. You'll have a template letter that can be sent home; a message you can use on your website or newsletter; and graphics that you can use on your website or social media. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We hope that this letter along with this introductory video from our Chair, Derek Benson, (https://vimeo.com/563632122/ea98506faa) gives you sufficient information to utilise the campaign within your school. If you have any questions, please contact the manager of your relevant LSCP by email:
	Portsmouth: pscp@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
	Isle of Wight: scp@iow.gov.uk

	Southampton: LSCB@southampton.gov.uk
	Hampshire: hscp@hants.gov.uk



To help us keep improving the campaign and understand its impact, we'd love to hear your feedback and ideas. We'd be grateful if you could complete and return the attached evaluation form. You can also send us your suggestions or innovative ways you've used the materials via pscp@portsmouthcc.gov.uk. We hope you and the children in your school enjoy entering this world of lurking trolls and that these grisly characters help open up important conversations at school and home. 
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Lucy Rylatt
PSCP Safeguarding Partnerships Manager 
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